PREFACE

The study of Indian culture is a subject of absorbing
interest. Though there have been books, dealing with
certain aspects of Indian culture as a whole, there is a
paucity of books, dealing with the life and the culture of
the people of the different linguistic regions of India.
Indian culture is both the underlying spirit and the sum-
total of all regional cultures. An understanding of regional
cultures is, therefore, necessary to make the picture of
Indian culture complete and comprehensive. It will also
exemplify the truth of the principle of unity in diversity.
I have called this book "The Heritage of Karnataka."
I may mention for the sake of those readers, to whom the
subject is not familiar, that Karnataka is the name of a
linguistic region in South India, where the language spoken
by the people is known as Kannada. Karnataka is at
present split up into many administrative units in an
awkward manner and is not, therefore, able to speak with
one voice. A movement for the cultural and political
unification of Karnataka is going on for the last several
years and it promises to bear fruit in the near future.
I have attempted in this book to give a rapid survey
of the heritage of Karnataka during all the periods and in
all the aspects. I do not claim to be exhaustive in my
treatment of the subject* Karnataka is rich in historical
and cultural sources, many of which remain unexploited